The Union Grove
Spirit

December 2011

Mark Your Calendars

Turkey Shoot: Dec. 16 & 17!
6:30 — 9:00 p.m.

To Support Our 2012 Youth Mission Trip and Other
Mission Activities

Fri., December 2  6:45 pm
Sun., December 5 11:30 am

Sun., December 11 4:00 pm
4:30 pm
7:00 pm
Fri., December 16 6:30 pm
Sat., December 17 10:00 am
4:30 pm
6:30 pm
Sun., December 18 6:00 pm
6:30 pm
Wed., December 21  Noon

Women’s Christmas Supper
Alternative Gifts Market Begins

Cantata at Amity UMC

CCF & Youth Group Parties
Cantata at Union Grove UMC
Turkey Shoot

Cookies, Crafts & Art
Caroling
Turkey Shoot

Spontaneous Christmas Pageant
Christmas Party
Cooking for Open Table
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Christmas Eve Candlelight Communion
6:00 pm & 8:00 pm

Christmas Day Worship
10:00 am




An Inviting Invitation!

I love the way the United Methodist Book of Worship
introduces Advent: “The season proclaims the comings of
Christ—whose birth we prepare to celebrate once again, who
comes continually in Word and Spirit, and whose return in
final victory we anticipate.” During these weeks called
Advent we prepare to celebrate Christmas—IJesus’ First
Coming born a baby in Bethlehem. And though it sometimes
feels a bit awkward and out of place in the midst of our way
early Christmas decorating and celebrating, we also
acknowledge the voices of the prophets and Jesus reminding
us that the day is coming when Christ will come again—
Jesus’ Second Coming. But, what are we to do with the
middle movement, the profession that Christ comes to us
“continually in Word and Spirit?” As it invites us to celebrate
the past and prepare for the future, Advent also reminds us to
live abundantly in the present.

When we look at our lives and the world around us, it is more
than obvious that there is much work yet to be done. If our
goal is for God’s will to be done on earth as it is in heaven,
we aren’t doing so well. Advent reminds us that our world
still yearns and aches for God’s presence, Christ’s coming.
There is a void in our hearts and our world that can only be
filled by Christ’s presence and love. So what are we doing
about it?

Step one, without a doubt, is to recommit our lives as
individuals and as a community of faith to being faithful
disciples of Jesus. Advent invites us to look deep and to place
our lives firmly and completely in God’s hands. God is the
potter. We are the clay. Step two is to take this magnificent
gift that we have received and to share it. If the church’s
primary function is to reach out so that others might know
God’s love and salvation in Christ, how are we doing?

Church consultant, Doug Anderson, tells us that the average
United Methodist invites someone to church only once every
thirty-eight years! This Advent | invite you to be an above
average United Methodist.

Look around at your family, friends, neighbors and co-
workers, | promise you there is someone in your life right
now who is experiencing an emptiness in their lives and
yearning to do something about it. They just need an
invitation.

Invest sixty seconds and invite someone to come to church
with you this week. It doesn’t have to be heavy. Just tell them
about one good thing that you know is going on at Union
Grove. Our December calendar is filled with wonderful
activities: worship, Bible Studies, meals, parties, pageants,
cantatas, caroling, and even a Turkey shoot. Just share that
one good thing in three or four sentences, and invite that
person to join you the following week. No tricks, no prizes,
no gimmicks, just a sincere invitation to experience God’s
love in Christ.

As we prepare to celebrate Christmas, | invite you to receive
and share God’s love this Advent.

O come, O come, Emmanuel!

An Advent Prayer

Merciful God,
You sent your messengers the prophets
to preach repentance and prepare the way for our salvation.
Give us grace to heed their warnings and forsake our sins,
that we may celebrate aright the commemoration of the nativity,
and may await with joy
the coming in glory of Jesus Christ our Redeemer;
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
One God, for ever and ever. Amen



2011 Operating Budget

Through November 30, 2011
<> <O <O <5< <5< <5 <O <O <O << << <3<

Budget for 2011 $ 204,760.00
Needed each month to meet budget 17,063.33
Tithes and Offerings November 2011 16,106.00
2011 Budget to Date 187,693.00
2011 Received to Date 166,671.81
Behind on Budget for 2011 21,021.19

Building Fund Mortgage
Current Balance: Building Fund Mortgage= $105,217.92
Received for Building Fund in Nov. = $1,560.00

Needed for Monthly Payment = $1,400.00
This is above the Operating Budget

..Financial Update

It is always a little scary as we near year’s end and know
that we are considerably behind on our budget for the fiscal
year. Thank you for the way that you are already responding.
Your faithful giving allows us to support the many areas of
ministry and mission that Union Grove UMC has been called
to undertake. Your gifts allow us to reach out to each other, to
folks in our community and quite literally to specific needs
around the world.

If you have not already done so, we invite you to take a
look at your giving to date for the year, just to make sure that
you are where you want to be. We need a minimum of
$14,000.00 above our regular giving during December to
meet our obligations and begin the new year where we need
to be.

Thank you so much for the way that you continue to
support Christ’s work through Union Grove UMC!
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for Christma$

From Grady Brown Elementary School
Many thanks to Kim Dodson for servirgyaur liasonwith Grady Brown
to make this happen!

3 FAMILIES, TOTAL O EHBLDREN
RANGING IN AGE FROM 4 TO 17

PICK A GIFT CARD FROM THE TREE IN DAVIES HAL
RETURN GIFT UNWRAPPED (WITH THE GIFT CARD
BY SUNDAY, DECEMBER 11

WE WILL BE PUTTING TOGRTAHOIDAY FOOD BASKET
For Each Family

DONATE CANNED GOODS AND BAKING GOODS
IN THE BIN UNDER THE TREE

IF YOU WISH TO DONATE CASH, CHECK OR GROCERY
YOU CAN PLACE IN THE OFFERING PLATE (PLEASE MA
ADOPFA-FAMILY) OR GIVE TO PASTOR RICHSNRABY
ORPAMANDREWS . 9 { ! w9 ¢h Lb5L/"!
DONATION. (Checks payable to UGUMC)

Thank You



Night of the
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The Awe and Mystery of God With Us
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A Christmas Musical Celebration

The nightoftheFat her 6s | oveé
the night the ancient prophecies were fulfilled,;
the night of the angelic announcement of the birth as the
star shone brightly above;
leading others to witness this incredible gift of love from God
in human formd Jesus, the babe.
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A Christmas cantata presented by the combined chancel

choirs of Union Grove and Amity UMC

Sunday, December 11,

4:00 p.m. at Amity UMC
&
7:00 p.m. at Union Grove UMC

Everyone Invited! Reception to Follow
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for Christmas

Saturday, December 17
10:00 a.m. 1 1:00 p.m.

This year we are combining our Cookie Sale with
our Arts and Crafts sale to provide a wonderful
opportunity to purchase gifts and goodies for the
holidays. Please sign up to make cookies to sell
and/or to purchase cookies for your Christmas
celebrations. Tables are available if you would
like to sell your homemade arts and crafts,
artwork or other items. Please contact the church
office.

nNGi fts That i
Alternative Gifts Market

In the Davies Hall Lobby Throughout
December:
fFree Trade 6 C o fahde e
Other Outreach Opportunities From:
ZOE (Zimbabwe Orphans Endeavor)
Laura Steed -Missionary in Kenya
Camp Chestnut Ridge
Larryds Beans
Orange Congregations in Mission




Celebrating the Season

Saturday, December 17, 4:30 p.m., Caroling & Chili Supper
Join us as we visit our shut-ins and others to share the familiar
carols of the season. We’ll gather in a the picnic shelter for chili
and fellowship to close out the evening.

Sunday, December 18, 6:0 the Bab
Jesus—A Spontaneous Christmas Pageant” Children of

all ages are invited to join us for this no-rehearsal-required sharing
of the Christmas Story. Choose headdresses at the door to play the
parts of Shepherds, Angels or Wise Persons. The Holy Family,
Mary, Joseph and Baby Jesus, will join us as we celebrate God’s
gift of Christmas.

Sunday, December 18, 6:30 p.m.,

We’ll share our adaptation of “Las Posadas” a traditional Hispanic

celebration of the Holy Family and their search for lodging that

first Christmas Eve, then...a pifiata filled with goodies for all!
forget to bring
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Two Services!
Christmas Eve Candlelight Communion
6:00 p.m. & 8:00 p. m,
Candles will adorn our windows and luminaries our

sidevalks as we gather for this wonderfully traditional time of

remembering and celebration. We will be sharing Holy

Communion and singing the carols of Christmas as we
worship and light candles to lift up the light of the Christ
Child, Gowds gift of |

Christmas Day Worship
10:00 a.m.

Christmas Eve
Luminaria

Our youth groups are selling luminaries to be displayed in
front of the church on Christmas Eve. This is a wonderful
opportunity to remember a loved one or to honor someone
who has been meaningful in your life. The cost is only
$5.00 each. You may decorate your Luminaria bag(s) or
our youth will be glad to do them for you. All proceeds
will go to OCIM for their emergency relief and food

pantry ministries.
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r manger gifts
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From-
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In honor or memory ( circle one)
of
(Please Print Clearly)
Total $ enclosed or  please collect

Union Grove UMC, 6407 Union Grove Church Road, Hillsborough, NC 27278



