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Sun., November 28,  4:00 p.m. Advent-A-Palooza! 

 6:30 p.m.  Hanging of the Greens 
 

Turkey Shoot: Dec. 3, 4, 10, and 11! 

6:00 – 9:00 p.m. 

 
To support our 2011 Youth Mission Trip 

 

Fri., December 3,  6:45 p.m.   Women’s Christmas Supper 
 

Sun., December 5, 11:30 a.m. Gifts that Bless Market 
 

Sat., December 11,10:00 a.m. Cookies for Christmas 
 

Sun., December 12, 4:00 p.m.  Cantata at Amity UMC 

                                  7:00 p.m.  Cantata at Union Grove UMC 
 

Sat., December 18,  4:30 p.m. Caroling 

            7:00 p.m.  Chili Supper 

            8:00 p.m.  Youth Group Christmas Party 
 

Sun., December 19, 6:00 p.m.  Spontaneous Christmas Pageant 

   6:30 p.m. Christmas Party 
 

Fri., December 24,     6:00 p.m. and 8:00 p.m.   

                                 Christmas Eve Candlelight Communion 

      

 

 

 
 

Mark Your Calendars  



 

27/12!  

O Come, O Come Emmanuel 
Advent 2010 

 

 

Advent is a season of anticipation and waiting. We wait 
for something we sense is already somehow waiting for 
us: something already present, and yet, something 
waiting, yearning, longing to be born fresh and anew for 
and in each of us. Itôs an expectant waiting we practice, 
involving not so much will as willingnessða willingness 
to receive the new, the unexpected. It requires a 
decision to be open to the ways God is and will be at 
work in our lives. Advent is an adventure and we have a 
part to play -- waiting, opening, staying watchful, being 
prepared to receive. Something new is coming. Will we 
be ready to receive it? 
 

This year, I want to invite you to share in a community 
effort to make Advent a real time of preparing to receive 
Godôs most precious gift. ñ27/12,ò is rather simple, for 
the 27 days of Advent , November 28- December 24, 
each of us is invited to give away something each day. 
A hug, a note, a smile, your time and attentionðitôs not 
about spending money, it is about giving yourself. Some 
of our giving should be well-planned and intentional, 
some should be spontaneous as opportunities arise. 
Some of our connections will be up close and in person, 
some should be anonymous. Itôs not about us. It is 
about giving. Our hope, our prayer, our intention is to 
prepare our hearts and our world to receive the 
magnificent gift God is waiting to share. 
 

 
Then, on Christmas Day our focus will change just a bit 
from preparation to active receiving. What does it mean 
to receive the love, joy and peace that God offers and 
that we celebrate each year in the Christ Child? Each 
day throughout the 12 days of Christmas you will be 
invited in prayer, thought and deed to better understand, 
receive and share Godôs most precious gift.  
 

Our 27/12 adventure will be supported by daily 
devotions, a blog and Facebook page, all accessible 
through our website. Hard copies of the devotions will 
also be available. 
 

Please join us and invite family and friends to join too as 
we wait in active preparation to receive and be made 
new. O come, O come, Emmanuel!   
 

 

Grace and Peace,   

Rich 

 

A reminder from Missions and Outreach… 
 

 

-Second Sundays are our collections days for the OCIM Food 

Pantry. December’s Item of the Month: Personal Care Items  

-Information for Adopt-A-Family Christmas is available in 

the Davies Hall entryway. 
 

Looking for a volunteer opportunity? 

The Union Grove Koinonia Garden is looking for a Garden 

Coordinator who will work with garden leaders Keith Esch 

and Wellman Kavul to maintain a schedule for garden-related 

events such as work days and seasonal maintenance. The 

coordinator will also raise awareness about the garden to help 

integrate it into our church activities and local community. If 

you are interested, please contact Keith Esch. 

rkeithesch@netscape.net 

mailto:rkeithesch@netscape.net


 

2010  Operating Budget  
Through November 21, 2010 

<>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< 
    

     Budget for 2010    $  196,772.00 

     Needed each month to meet budget                          16,397.66 

         Tithes and Offerings Nov. 2010               14,200.00 

     2010 Budget to Date        176,275.00 

     2010 Received to Date       156,358.51 
 

      Behind on Budget for 2010                19,916.49 
 

 
 

 

          

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

…Financial Update 
     It is always a little scary as we near year’s end and know 

that we are considerably behind on our budget for the fiscal 

year. Thank you for the way that you are already responding. 

Your faithful giving allows us to support the many areas of 

ministry and mission that Union Grove UMC has been called 

to undertake. Your gifts allow us to reach out to each other, to 

folks in our community and quite literally to specific needs 

around the world.   

     If you have not already done so, we invite you to take a 

look at your giving to date for the year, just to make sure that 

you are where you want to be. We need a minimum of 

$12,000.00 above our regular giving during December to 

meet our obligations and begin the New Year where we need 

to be.  

     Thank you so much for the way that you continue to 

support Christ’s work through Union Grove UMC! 

Advent 2010  
 

 

 
 
 

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel! 
 

Sunday, November 28 
Advent-A-Palooza Celebration! 

 

     4:00-6:00 pm   Advent-A-Palooza Activities 
     6:00 pm   Supper 
     6:30 pm   Hanging of the Greens 
 

Join us for an afternoon filled with story, crafts, 
music, food and fellowship. Using skits, 
storytelling, song, the construction of Advent 
Wreaths, nativity scenes, ornaments and lots of 
other activities, weôll begin to prepare our hearts 
and our lives to celebrate Christôs coming. After 
supper weôll gather in the sanctuary to worship 
and prepare for the season hanging wreaths, 
greenery and decorating the Chrismon Tree. 
Weôll have activities for all ages. Plan to be 
present and bring your friends, family and 
neighbors. 
 

Everyone is invited! 
 
 
 

Building Fund Mortgage  
 

Current Balance: Building Fund Mortgage= $113,600.00 

Received for Building Fund in Nov. = $1,440.00 
 

Needed for Monthly Payment = $1,400.00 

This is above the Operating Budget 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 



 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

From Grady Brown Elementary School 
Many thanks to Kim Dodson for serving as our liaison with Grady Brown 

to make this happen!  
 

4 FAMILIES, TOTAL OF 10 CHILDREN 
RANGING IN AGE FROM 2 TO 11 

(No significantly large ticket items, mostly clothes/shoes.) 
 

 

PICK A GIFT CARD FROM THE TREE IN DAVIES HALL 
RETURN GIFT UNWRAPPED (WITH THE GIFT CARD) 

BY SUNDAY, DECEMBER 12 
 

WE WILL BE PUTTING TOGETHER A HOLIDAY FOOD BASKET 
FOR EACH FAMILY; 

SO, THERE ARE FOOD ITEMS ON THE GIFT CARDS AS WELL. 
 

IF YOU WISH TO DONATE CASH, CHECK OR GROCERY CARD, 
YOU CAN PLACE IN THE OFFERING PLATE (PLEASE MARK FOR 
ADOPT-A-FAMILY) OR GIVE TO PASTOR RICH, TRACY SMITH 

OR PAM ANDREWS  
 
 

 

 
 

Winterõs Grace 
 

It was into the shadows and winter of this world that 
Christ came to bring us the light and warmth of his 

salvation. Incorporating familiar carols, candles, 
scriptures, prayers and music, Winter's Grace, from 

renowned composer Joseph M. Martin, celebrates this 
great light and washes the sanctuary with the message 

of hope, peace, joy and love. 
 

  
 

A Christmas cantata presented by the combined 
chancel choirs of  

Union Grove and Amity UMC  
 

Sunday, December 12,  

4:00 p.m. at Amity UMC 

& 

7:00 p.m. at Union Grove UMC 
 

Everyone Invited! Reception to Follow  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 

 
 

Sunday, December 5, Following Worship 
 

ñFree Trade ò Coffee and  

Other Outreach Opportunities From:  
  

ZOE 

Camp Chestnut Ridge  

Larryôs Beans 

                      Local Crafters     
 
 

 
 
 

               

 

              Christmas  

Saturday, December 11 
10:00 a.m. ï 1:00 p.m. 

 

Need cookies and other goodies for your gifts 
and gatherings this year? Please sign up to 
make cookies to sell and purchase cookies for 
your Christmas celebrations.  
 

All proceeds will go to support Disaster Relief in 
Eastern North Carolina through the MERCI Center 

 

Celebrating the Season  
 

Saturday, December 18, 4:30 p.m., Caroling & Chili Supper 

Join us as we visit our shut-ins and others to share the familiar 
carols of the season. Weôll gather in Davies Hall for chili and 
fellowship to close out the evening.  
 
 

 
 

Sunday, December 19, 6:00 p.m., ñLooking for the Baby 

JesusðA Spontaneous Christmas Pageantò Children of  
all ages are invited to join us for this no-rehearsal-required 
sharing of the Christmas Story. Choose headdresses at the  
door to play the parts of Shepherds, Angels or Wise Persons. 
The Holy Family, Mary, Joseph and Baby Jesus, will join us  
as we celebrate Godôs gift of Christmas.  
 

Sunday, December 19, 6:30 p.m.,  
Weôll share our adaptation of ñLas Posadasò a traditional 
Hispanic celebration of the Holy Family and their search for 
lodging that first Christmas Eve, thenéa pi¶ata filled with 
goodies for all! I hear the Wise Men may also be paying us a 
visité 
 

Donôt forget to bring your manger gifts  
(diapers, wipes, formula, etcé) to share with OCIM 

 

 
 

Two Services! 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Communion 

6:00 p.m. & 8:00 p. m. 
Candles will adorn our windows and luminaries our  
sidewalks as we gather for this wonderfully traditional time of 
remembering and celebration. We will be sharing Holy 
Communion and singing the carols of Christmas as we  
worship and light candles to lift up the light of the Christ  
Child, Godôs gift of love. 

ñGifts That Blessò 
Alternative Gifts Market 

and Crafts Fair 
 



Christ mas Eve  
Luminaria  

 

Our youth groups are selling luminaries to be displayed in 

front of the church on Christmas Eve.  This is a wonderful 

opportunity to remember a loved one or to honor someone 

who has been meaningful in your life. The cost is only 

$5.00 each. You may decorate your Luminaria bag(s) or 

our youth will be glad to do them for you. All proceeds 

will go to OCIM for their emergency relief and food 

pantry ministries. 

*********************************************** 
 

From- ____________________________________ 
           (Please Print Clearly) 
 

In  honor or memory ( circle one) 
 

of        _____________________________________ 
                              (Please Print Clearly) 

 

 
 

From- ____________________________________ 
           (Please Print Clearly) 
 

In  honor or memory ( circle one) 

 

of        _____________________________________ 
                              (Please Print Clearly) 

 

 

 

Total  $_________      enclosed  or    please collect 
 

Union Grove UMC, 6407 Union Grove Church Road, Hillsborough, NC 27278 

 

 

 

 

 

This Advent at Union Grove UMC 

27 days of giving…preparing our 

hearts for Emmanuel…God with us! 
 

And then…12  days of Christmas,  

   …Receiving God’s gift of love! 

 
This Christmas… 
Give the Gift that 

Only you can Give… 
 

Give Yourself This Christmas! 
 

Sign Me Up For 27/12 for Advent 
 

Name    _____________________________ 
   
Address _____________________________ 
              _____________________________ 
 
Email     _____________________________ 
Phone   _____________________________ 
  
 

 


